


Skating for our Savior: Don Patton
“Endurance skaters are always looking for new and different 
ways to test their endurance,” said Don Patton. Don, co-leader 
of the Orlando huddle, is participating in this year’s “24 Hour 
Roller Montreal” inline skating event in Canada. “I don’t know 
the origins of the race,” he said, “but a 24-hour race was an 
inevitable addition to the list of available endurance opportu-
nities.”

In its seventh year, the “24 Hour Roller Montreal” relay race is 
formed of teams up to 10 inline skaters and takes place from 
2 p.m. Saturday, August 7, to 2 p.m. Sunday, August 8. Skaters 
race on a 2.7 mile racetrack just outside of Montreal in Parc 
Jean-Drapeau on Notre-Dame Island. The five categories—

Elite (17 mph average), Fitness (12+ mph), Recreational, Duo, and Solo—allow for skaters of all types 
to participate in the event. 

Don will be skating with a group of other FCA-E members. “Currently, we have two confirmed and 
four ‘maybes,’” he said, “but we need more confirmations.” Don and the other FCA-E members 
involved with the event desire to have a strong presence in order to be a light for Christ that other 
participants will notice.

“I’m looking for input from the team,” Don said, “but my initial thoughts are to have prayer time 
and possibly even a bible study.” Members of the team will also wear FCA-E gear as they race. “This 
year we should have our new inline skating skin suits available by race time.” These suits will help 
team FCA-E stand out in the crowd, drawing more attention to why they are racing and Who they 
are racing for. “We want the volume of skaters in attendance to notice the presence of a Christian 

organization and to open up opportunities to minister to those in attendance.” 

Thanks to Don Patton for providing the information for this article, and to Ashley Dannelly for writing it.

Directors Note. 
Team, I am so excited right now about the blessings and opportunities we have as ath-
letes in Jesus’ Church and within FCA!  So much so, that I want to take a month break 
from our ongoing discussion on our FCA mission, and briefly celebrate EMI Retreats and 
FCA Camps.

Some of you may feel bombarded by all of the Endurance Ministry Institute (EMI) stuff 
coming your way, but after two amazing retreats this past month in Savannah and 
Florida; I can’t help but praise God one more time!  As someone on the “inside,” I go into 
these events with a high expectation. With each of these experiences though, the Lord 
crushed my expectation as only He could.  

Upon reflecting and celebrating, the one thing that has perhaps impacted me the most 
with these last two rounds was that while these retreats are meant to be an equipping 
strategy of our ministry, I might suggest they were just as powerful at uniting!  Not so 
say the equipping done wasn’t significant; I believe it was our best yet, and each at-
tendee is more ready to have a significant personal impact for the Kingdom.  However, 
the way that this retreat experience bonded the members of our Team, Jesus’ Church, 
together is inspiring!  Growing old friendships, building new ones, and pouring rocket fuel 
on our unity… amazing!  I look forward to hearing about increasing fruit as a result of 
this commitment.

All said, I am absolutely convinced that there is not another program or activity FCA 
Endurance does with a greater impact on Uniting and Equipping our Team!  Am I biased?  
Yes!  However, I invite you to ask any of the attendees from the last two EMI retreats.  I 
have confidence that they will affirm this.  That said, as a ministry, we desire to schedule 
two or three more retreats this year.  If you and your Huddle is ready, please contact 
myself so we can explore it together!

OK, my last plug for this article is for FCA 
Camps.  FCA camps have been around since 
1956, and the fruits of this ministry are count-
less.  Camps are times of “perspiration and in-
spiration” for student athletes around the world, 
with a life-impacting effect.  I’ve been blessed to 
serve at camps for the past five years, and each 
year I watch the Lord soften hearts and expand 
His Kingdom in amazing ways over the course 

of the week.  What is the bottom line?  If you want to make an investment for eternity in 
a student-athlete’s life, get them to camp!  Your child, your neighbor’s teen, your home 
basketball team… get them to camp!  

Also, if you’ve got some coaching experience or a heart to serve, there are roles for 
adults as well.  While you may be going to serve, trust me, you’ll be impacted as much as 
the kids!  For information on FCA Camps, please visit:  http://www.fcacamps.org/  Lastly, 
my family and I will be serving (coaching triathlon) at the Northern Rockies Camp in the 
beautiful Black Hills of South Dakota in June.  I would love to meet you and your student 
athlete there!

For His Glory! 
- Chris Anderson

STAY CONNECTED  

Yahoo Group - This is the place to stay 
connected with the ministry and team-
mates accross the nation. Here you can 
find information on spiritual growth, a 
team calendar, team database, and other 
resources.

Facebook - facebook.com/fcaendurance

Twitter - twitter.com/fca_endurance

Huntington Beach, CA - Want to give a huge 
congrats to teammate Ty Lunde finishing his first 
marathon at the Surf City Marathon all while 
looking incredibly strong in his team colors! Talk-
ing about FCA Endurance Ty said “It has really 
changed my racing experience to have a greater 
purpose than competition or fitness.” Couldn’t 
have said it better myself! 

If you’ve got pictures of yourself racing, training, 
or serving in your gear - share them on our face-
book page or send them to jdannelly@fca.org.

Southwest VA - was named the beneficiary for 
the 2010 Wilderness Road Ride, a road bike ride 
of various distances that draws many cyclists 
each year. The huddle is responsible for all 
aspects of the event, which will take place Sat-
urday, May 29. Huddle leaders Mark Long, Ryan 
Day and Mike Medlin are grateful that God has 
blessed them with this opportunity. “This will be 
a great way to give exposure to FCA Endurance,” 
Long said. “It’s a God sized undertaking that 
requires us to be humble and surrender to Him, 
but we are excited to see the many ways He will 
be lifted up and glorified through it.”


